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Every 4th of July we cele-

brate the birth of our nation.  

Families and friends from all 

across this country get to-

gether at 

parades, pic-

nics or base-

ball games, 

fly the flag 

and top it all 

off with an 

evening of 

fireworks.   

 

We are so 

fortunate to 

live in a land 

where we can 

enjoy the 

freedom we 

often casually accept.  Yet 

the price of freedom has 

come at a great cost paid by 

the men and women who 

wear the uniform of the 

United States Military.  So 

on our Independence Day, 

whether your traveling across 

this great country in your 

Blue Bird or enjoying your-

self with family and friends 

contemplating that next ham-

burger while waiting for the 

barrage of fireworks, take a 

moment to bow your head 

and pray for our military here 

and around the world.   It is 

through their sacrifice and 

the sacrifice of so many who 

went before them, that Amer-

ica has become ñthe 

land of the free and 

the home of the 

brave.ò   

 

In a few days Bob-

bie and I will be 

seeing many of you 

in Colorado Springs.  

The beauty of the 

Pikes Peak region is 

one of the most sce-

nic areas in the state.  

We look forward to 

seeing you and until 

we do, have a won-

derful 4th !  Drive safely and 

weôll see you ñOn the Road 

Againò. 

 

Dan 

Presidentôs Report 

Special points of interest:  

¶ Classifieds 

¶ 4th Of July 

¶ Gathering of Birds 

¶ Win $$$ For Early Registration! 

¶ Welcome New Members 

¶ Sunshine & Mists 

Inside this issue:  

Cooking is for the Birds 

Tech Tips  - Safety & More 

Cajun Rally 

Traveling Mouse House 

Classic Customer Experience 

Post Quartzsite 2011 Rolling Rally Interest? 
Approximately 2 days after the ending of 

Q2011, a Vintage Bird rally in Temecula, 

CA at Pechanga Indian RV Resort for 2 or 3 

nights, (approx 250 miles from Quartzsite, 

AZ) followed by 4-5 nights at Chula Vista 

RV Resort in Chula Vista, CA.  (approx 60 

miles away) The second rally would be a 

Bluebird club rally. 

The Pechanga Indian Casino is adjacent to 

the park, and Temecula has old town, winer-

ies, etc. for tours and is a beautiful 5 star 

campground.  Chula Vista is a beautiful 

park near the San Diego backbay, and has 

the San Diego harbor cruises, Embarcadero 

area, Old Town, Chula Vista Olympic 

Training Center, Sea World, Balboa Park, deep 

sea fishing and many other things to do. 

Rallies will be low cost and mainly social 

events, such as Sunday brunch potluck, dinner 

potlucks, hors d'oeuvres  night, etc.   

If there is enough interest, we will proceed with 

them. 

Please email interest to 86blue-

bird@sbcglobal.net. 

Thanks 

Dan and Cindy Sunderland 
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2010 Blue Bird Chapter of  

FMCA Rally Dates 

 Associated FMCA Clubs 

And Dealer Rallies 

 

July 6th - 11th 2010 Wild Bunch ñIn Be-

tween Rallyò York, PA 

 

July 9th - 14th 2010 Family of Friends 

ñRock the Rockiesò, Colorado Springs, 

Colorado 

     Hosted by Karen and Denny James 

and Jon and Neat Scott 

 

July 26th - August 1st 2010 Vintage Birds 

and *SWBB ñOshkosh, Rallyò 

 

August 1st - 6th Wild Bunch ñTaste of Ore-

gon Rolling Rallyò 

 

August 11th - 14th FMCA International 

Convention, Redmond, Oregon 

 

September 26th - October 5th   2010 

(tentative date) Family of Friends, ñFall 

Colors Northeast Rolling Rallyò 

     Hosted by Alan and Jane Ritchie 

 

October 7th - 10th  2010 Vintage Bird, Her-

shey, PA Rally 

 

October 13th - 17th    Wild Bunch ñAutumn 

in Charlottesvilleò VA 

 

October 16th - October 22nd  Family of 

Friends ñ1st Annual Blue Bird Family  

Reunionò  The Cajun Coast Adventure,  

Rayne, LA   

     Hosted by Roy Zanca, Chuck Arnold 

and Walter Richard 

 

October 20th - 24th 2010 *Rats Rally, Pine 

Mountain, GA 

 

October 28th - October 31st 2010 Vintage 

Bird, New Orleans Rally 

 

October 25th - October 3oth, 2011 ñ 2nd 

Annual Blue Bird Chapter Family Reun-

ion,ò East Ridge, TN  Hosted by Leroy 

and Glenda Wilson and the Blue Bird 

Chapter 

 

*denotes non FMCA sponsored club 

 

Rally Hosts Wanted!  Contact your Area VP  

to check and reserve a date. Itôs not too late 

to hold a rally in 2010 . 

2011 dates can be reserved now too. If you 

have never hosted a rally, now is the time to 

do it. With a little planning and your knowl-

edge of a particular area, you can put to-

gether a rally that is as formal or informal as 

you want. Either way fun will be had with 

other Blue Bird owners. You get to decide, 

picnic on the beach, pot luck at the camp-

ground, entertainment, free time? Your 

knowledge of a particular area can be shared 

with others who have never visited the area 

or would like to return and see things they 

didnôt know were there. Start planning now! 
 

Northeastern    Jay Zeigler 

610-622-8113 (C) 

717-933-4666 (H) 

NortheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org 

 

South Central   Roy Zanca   

504-491-5149 (C) 

504-242-1705 (H) 

SouthCentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org 

 

West Central   Jim Olds   

507-645-5549 (H) 

WestCentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org 

 

Western   Dan Sunderland  

760-445-0005 (C) 

WesternVP@BlueBirdChapter.org 

 

East Central   Paul Spear   

740-629-7336 (O) 

EastCentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org 

 

Southeast   Jimmy Cox   

864-420-1481 (C) 

SoutheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org 

 

Senior VP   Alan Ritchie 

239-949-1021 (H) 

380-380-9090 (C) 

SeniorVP@BlueBirdChapter.org 

Upcoming Rally Schedule  

To email your area VP, click on the sec-

tion of the map that corresponds to the 

area where you wish to hold your rally. 

Have a friend who owns another 

brand of motorhome? Or one who 

wants to buy a Wanderlodge or 

BMC? Did you know that they can 

attend Blue Bird Chapter rallies as 

your guest?  Contact the rally host 

for the rally you would like to invite 

them to and  they will be welcome to 

attend! 

mailto:NortheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:SouthCentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WestCentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WesternVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:EastCentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:SoutheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:SeniorVP@bluebirdchapter.org
mailto:NortheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:EastcentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WestcentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:SoutheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WesternVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:NortheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:SouthcentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WesternVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
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Independence Day  Submitted by Karen James 

Now that summer is in full 

swing, many of us head across the country 

in our Birds.  The Fourth of July brings 

families together for picnics and celebra-

tions.  Red, White and Blue is the theme 

for the day.  July 4 also brings back memo-

ries of the past.  I can remember when the 

only fireworks that were displayed were 

out in the middle of our street. You didnôt 

dare ride your bike past a group of rowdy 

kids, because they would throw fire crack-

ers at the pavement and scare you.  There 

were sparklers and roman candles every-

where and  no made-to-order display in some 

stadium or a TV spectacular.  We could go to 

the local fireworks stand and buy cherry 

bombs, M-80ôs and all manner of loud explo-

sives.  Pop bottle rockets were a favorite as 

they zoomed off into the sky in a zig-zag 

pattern.   

          After a picnic in the back yard, we kids 

would anxiously await the night sky and 

would pass the time by lighting the little 

ñsnakesò that started out as a round pellet and 

grew into a long ashy snake. Finally, it was 

dark enough to start the ñshowò.  We got the 

yearly lecture about fireworks safety and the 

story of the boy who lost his fingers, and then 

we were ready to light up the night. My dad 

worked for the railroad and always brought 

home a couple of fusee flares so we had our 

own source of ignition at the ready.  We 

wrote our names in the night sky with spar-

klers and ooed and awed as the roman can-

dles gave off their colored flares.  Today, 

there are rules and regulations and bans on 

fireworks of any type, but those childhood 

memories still make me smile.  Happy Inde-

pendence Day to all, wave on Red, White and 

Blue!  

 

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Tho-

mas Jefferson served on the committee that 

picked the eagle for the national seal 

[Franklin wanted the turkey]. 

 

Bald eagles have few natural enemies and 

live only in North America. 

 

Bald eagles get their white head and tail 

feathers about 4/5 years of age. 

 

Bald eagles are not, and never were bald. 

The term comes from when "bald" meant 

"white-headed". 

 

Their maximum speed: 40 mph or over 

100 mph while in a dive. 

 

They can lift roughly half their body 

weight. 

 

The Bald Eagle is no longer considered 

endangered, and now only threatened. 

 

The only other kind of eagle in North 

America is the golden eagle. 

 

Bald eagles mate for life, but if one dies, 

the survivor will accept a new mate. 

 

It is a felony to shoot an eagle. 
 

The setting was about as good as it gets, up 

against the base of the Colorado 

Rocky Mountains, in the town of 

Golden alongside Clear Creek, the 

water source for the famous Coors 

Brewery.  The weather was per-

fect, not a cloud in the sky when 

three Bird families met with a 

newcomer to the Chapter: Jim and 

Jenise Harper.  Jon and Neat Scott, 

Denny and Karen James and Mau-

rice and Rozanne DeShazer were 

the first to welcome the Harpers to 

our club. 

The Harpers were long time resi-

dents of Evergreen,  CO, located a 

short drive west of Denver, along Interstate 

70.  Jim had worked as an equipment bro-

ker in the food industry and Jenise had 

taught in Evergreen High School for a ca-

reer.  They decided to retire, sell their home 

(give it away as Jim called it), and prepare 

for a long dreamed for life, just traveling 

over the highways.  Before they could start 

they needed a motorhome.  Their search 

resulted in a 43 ft., 2001 LXi.  They had 

moved into their "new" Bird and were on 

the road at the time we all met in 

Golden.  They were staying in a camp-

ground located at the very base of the Hog-

back, not too far from Golden. 

We had lunch on the patio located at the 

edge of Clear Creek at the Golden Hotel, a 

National Historical Landmark.  The rapidly 

running water, fresh from snow melt, pro-

vided a perfect backdrop for our lunch and 

meeting with Jim and Jenise.  After a good 

visit and lunch we were invited to the camp-

ground to see the Harper's new pur-

chase.  They did well in finding a beautiful, 

low mileage Bird that is to be their home 

(Continued on page 6) 

It Was Another Gathering of Birds by Maurice DeShazer 
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Inspired by the great article written by Slim 

Somerville on waxing and buffing the Wan-

derlodge, I wanted to add my recent experi-

ence about safely working on the upper 

portions of our coaches. Whether waxing or 

buffing the finish, repairing an awning or 

even just replacing a light bulb, it is of the 

utmost importance to pay attention to ladder 

safety. 

 Last year while staying at the 

Great Outdoors Resort in Titusville, FL we 

had the coach under a port. This provided a 

shaded cover and smooth cement pad so 

there was no excuse not to put a good coat 

of wax on the Wan-

derlodge. At that 

time I was carrying 

a ñstickò ladder pur-

chased years ago at 

Camping World. It 

is a six foot step 

ladder that folds at 

the top like a regular 

stepladder then the 

steps fold at a hinge 

point at their center 

so the whole ladder 

can be stored in an 

easy fashion. The 

folded size is 3 İò X 3 İò x 74ò. Up until 

this point, the only thing I had used this 

ladder for was either a quick bulb change or 

to snap on the windshield sun screen. Stand-

ing far enough up this ladder and holding a 

buffer did not seem a safe thing to do. Hap-

pily, I finished the project with no falls or 

broken bones. I have to say that, at 235 

pounds plus the weight of the buffer, I felt 

that the ladder was loaded well over the 

maximum safe weight. The slightly nar-

rower footprint of this ladder also added to 

the lack of stability. That said, this ñstickò 

ladder does provide a good platform for 

light duty use and for people smaller than I.  

Mine was purchased before the company 

started making a seven foot model which 

would mean reaching the upper sides of 

the coach could be done more easily 

and one would not have to step so far 

above the ñDo not stand or sit above 

this pointò sticker. 

With the ñqueasyò feeling of 

working too high up on a too light-

weight ladder still fresh in my mind, 

(This is from a much younger guy who 

started out working summers for a TV 

antenna repairman who taught me that I 

could put a six foot stepladder over the 

peak of a three story house, climb onto 

the top step and reach the rotator motor 

at the top of the 10ô mast, unbolt the 

bad motor with the antenna still attached, 

back down the ladder and swap out the mo-

tor on the roof, climb back up to the top of 

the stepladder and re-install it.) I decided it 

was time to get a safer ladder. It would still 

have to fit nicely in a Wanderlodge luggage 

bay, be compact but rated for at least 300 

pounds.  The ladder that seemed to fit the 

bill was a Telesteps 12S. This is a unique 

telescoping step ladder that would give me 

the equivalent of an 8-1/2ô step ladder or a 

10-1/2ô extension 

ladder. It folds to 

approximately 28ò 

X 18ò X 8ò (plus 

the stabilizers at 

the bottom). The 

ladder comes with 

a Velcro closure, 

carry strap which 

makes transporting 

the Telesteps to 

your work location 

easy. It is made 

from a sturdy alu-

minum alloy and 

can be adjusted on the back side for uneven 

surfaces or for use on stairs. The ladder is a 

bit pricey but very inexpensive when com-

pared to a broken leg! The overall quality 

and ease of folding and setting up is very 

good. The 12S model seems just right for 

me but it comes in a smaller ñ10Sò size too 

that would be suitable for jobs that did not 

require reaching above the top of the wind-

shield. After an online search showed that 

the best price was $260.00 (plus tax) includ-

ing delivery from Home Depot Online, I 

ordered it and received it within a few days. 

(This price was substantially lower than 

the smaller model at Camping World 

even with their ñPresidentôs Club dis-

count.)  

With this ladder stowed in a 

luggage bay, I have no excuse not to get 

started on waxing the coach. In testing the 

stability of this ladder, I am confident that 

this job, plus all others within reach of 

this ladder can be done safely. 

TeleSteps 12S Features:  

¶ Back end adjusts for stair cases, un-

even surfaces 

¶ Fully automatic telescoping opera-

tion 

¶ Made from sturdy, lightweight high 

quality aluminum alloys 

¶ Easy to carry, easy to use, easy to 

store 

¶ Combination extension, step, adjust-

able ladder 

¶ Multi -function telescoping ladders 
TELESTEPS telescopic COMBI LAD-

DER combination step, extension and 

adjustable ladder for use on uneven sur-

faces and stairs 8.5 Feet step ladder 

height 12 Feet extension ladder climbing 

height This ladder has "Wide Steps' for 

more comfortable climbing and standing. 
TeleSteps 12S Specifications:  

¶ Maximum Height as a step ladder - 

8.5 ft. 

¶ Maximum Height an extension lad-

der - 10.5 ft. (12 ft. climbing height) 
Outer Package dimensions: 31.1" x 8.7" x 

24" 
TeleSteps 12S Includes:  

¶ (1) 12S COMBI LADDER "TYPE 

1A" 300 LBS RATING, Carry Strap 

 

 

Click here to watch the video and see 

Big Guys and Skinny Ladders by  Rich Ducci 

http://www.telesteps.net/A-FRAME%20VIDEO.MOV

